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to an old custom, apparently forgotten in some churches at
the present time, two deacons sit by this "tomb/5 quietly
reading psalms, till they are replaced by another pair, who
maintain their part in a continuous vigil that lasts till
Easter morning. The water in which the cross was washed
is distributed among the people, to be drunk on the spot or
to be taken home in little cups. It may be added that the
Syrian Catholics observe this same service.
On Saturday noon of Holy Week the bells which have
* been silent since Thursday morning are again rung. In
some country places the ancient naqfts, or board struck with
a hammer, takes the place of a bell. Holy Saturday has no
distinctive features except in the Church of the Holy Sep-
ulchre, at Jerusalem, where the oft-described ceremony of
the holy fire attracts thousands of visitors and demands the
presence of the Turkish governor as well as of many sol-
diers to prevent disturbance among the rival Christian
bodies. The simple people believe that the fire, which is
passed out from a small hole in the tabernacle. or cubicu-
lum built over the alleged tomb of Christ, has actually de-
scended from heaven, and thus does not burn like ordinary
fire. Accordingly, in their ecstasy they pass their kindled
torches over their faces and beards. In the presence of the
Greek patriarch of Jerusalem, I heard a Greek bishop pro-
test against the popular Protestant description of the holy
fire as a stupendous fraud. He volunteered the statement
that it is kindled by a priest, adding that the present hier-
archy cannot be held responsible for the belief of pilgrims
that it descends from heaven.
At about half-past three on Easter morning the bells of
the Greek churches begin to ring. The service opens with
a procession led by the priest dressed in full canonicals,
carrying the ikon of Christ and cross and swinging the cen-
ser. Three times the procession passes out of the west door
of the church and in at the south door. But the last time
a pause is made in the porch while the priest reads the
Gospel, having rested the ikon on a chair. After saying
"Christ is risen!" he leads the procession once more into
the church and the ikon is placed on a stand in the centre

